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even to the ruling class. The answer which is contained in
these papers is this, that the Governments we supplanted in
Western India were unequal to the task of guaranteeing life
and property to their subjects; that the}7 were out of the path-
way of human progress, and did not assist in any way the
onward march of civilisation. This is not an English view of
the subject, but is and must be the view of every man who can
distinguish right from wrong, or the difference between a good
government and a bad government. It thus resolves itself into
a matter of fact, not a matter of conjecture. The writer has no
interested motive to serve in these essays. He is not a servant
of the Government of India.

According to the verdict of History it was perfectly open to
Mm in view of the facts to write either one way or the other.

The facts left no other course open to him than to denounce
these Governments as the enemies of mankind.

What destiny is reserved for this great community of
Bombay, God only knows. Population and opulence have
increased, and may increase with giant strides, but we can
scarcely imagine a time when the story of its early history will
cease to interest, or its example be without effect upon future
generations.

